INTRODUCTION.
For a number of years past it has been a conspicuous fact These observations were made in England.
In the same year Delpino described the structure and mechanism Report, v. 5, 1908 Report, v. 5, /09, p. 147,1909 Pullman, Wash., in 1908 , 1909 , and 1910 at Chico, Cal., in 1908 and 1909;  The abundant data presented in Table II Table IV . Accordingly, nine alfahV plants, which were producing more pods and seeds than most of the alfalfa plants in the experimental plats, were inclosed in netting tents and were closely observed for several days.
The tents in which the plants were inclosed were carefully covered with fine-mesh mosquito bar, so that no openings were left for honeygathering insects to gain access to the flowers. The tents were made large enough and pains were taken so that no flowers which were being watched were in such a position that they could brush against the sides or top of the tent.
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After the flowers from which insects were to be excluded had been inclosed in the netting tents, they were examined every day or every second day until all of the flowers had become entirely wilted. Whenever any flower was found tripped, the calyx was marked with a mixture of carbon black and water in order that the pod which might develop from the tripped flower could be distinguished from any pod that might develop from a flower that had not been observed to be tripped.
The unmarked flowers were observed until they wilted, so it is certain that none of them became tripped. . Table XIII shows the number of flowers that became tripped and also the number of pods and seeds that developed from tripped and untripped flowers. As the tents were made so that honey-gathering insects did not have access to the flowers and as care was taken to prevent any other object from coming in contact with the flowers, it seems clear that the tripping which occurred was automatic.
Five of the 775 flowers observed produced pods, when no evidence that these flowers had been tripped could be found. It is possible that three of these flowers may have become tripped without being observed or that the carbon which was placed on the calyx may have been removed. However, two flowers were found in which the pod was developing and the tip of the young pod was protruding through 
